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•    The epic 40x20 All Ireland final that saw 
Robbie McCarthy fighting back from 20-16 
down in the third game of the All-Ireland 
40x20 Final to Charly Shanks to win the third 
game 21-20.

•    Cork’s Catriona Casey becoming the first 
female player ever to complete a career slam 
of every Major Open title in Irish Handball 
across all codes.

•    The utterly epic All-Ireland 40x20 Doubles 
Final between Carroll/Sheridan & Brady/
Finnegan that ended prematurely as we all 
anticipated a cracking tiebreaker due to injury.

•    The tears of joy spilt from proud parents 
and players alike at the Junior Nationals as 
players claimed their spot on Team Ireland

•    The standard of our Juveniles as they once 
again showed that we possess the best 
coaches and players in the World as they 
dominated the World Championships and 
provided outstanding entertainment at Irish 
Juvenile events. 

•    The packed attendances at the Irish One-
Wall Nationals for Saturday nights Open 
Finals

•    Paul Brady claiming his 5th consecutive 
World Title and confirming his status as the 
game’s greatest player. 

•       Aisling Reilly retaining her World Title in 
Calgary in an epic nail biter of a tie break 
against her great rival Catriona Casey

•    The return of packed galleries for the 60x30 
finals as Robbie McCarthy’s irresistible 

performance in the All-Ireland 60x30 Final 
against Eoin Kennedy capped a fantastic 
day’s action in Abbeylara. 

•    A first ever National Award for www.
gaahandball.ie when we picked up the Best 
Sports Website Award at the Realex Web 
Awards in October. 

•    The agonising nail biting 60x30 Senior 
Club Final between big hitters Kells & 
Ballaghaderreen which Kells won 98-97

•    The reception from local communities 
across the country, the civic receptions 
that a lot of these athletes received and 
the huge response received from local 
radio and newspapers for the successful 
players coming home from the World 
Championships. 

While once again highlighting the many 
positives which continue to define the rapid 
rise of GAA Handball in Ireland, we also must 
bear in mind the continued challenges which 
face our association, our members, players 
and officials too.

2015 was an exceptionally busy year with 
the additional workload of the 2015 World 
Championships. As a result of this some of our 
aims for 2015 were not completely achieved 
and will thus become priorities in 2016. This 
report will aim to reflect on the past year and 
also to set out our objectives for 2016 in order 
to maintain the great progress being made 
around the country as we all strive to gain 
greater recognition and to increase playing 
numbers for GAA Handball. 

Just before Christmas a survey was issued 

Ba mhaith liom an deis seo a thabhairt chun fáilte a 
chur romhaibh go léir anseo go Páirc an Chrócaigh 
inniu don Comhdhála Bliantúla CLG Liathróid Láimhe. 

REPORT 
extend a warm welcome to all delegates who attend today’s Annual Congress in Croke 
Park to reflect on what has been an outstanding year of success on the courts for GAA 

Handball. When we take a moment to reflect on what has happened over the past 12 months 
it is with a sense of great pride that it becomes clear that GAA Handball is on a very definite 
upward curve at present as our athletes continue to excel at home and abroad. 

2015 has seen local, National and International titles fill the trophy cabinets of clubs across 
the country as Irish Handballers have dominated like never before.  

Some of the outstanding moments in 2015 were:

I

annual



to all members and there was a 
fantastic response received, the results 
of this survey will be analysed and used 
to form the basis of discussion groups 
to bring forward recommendations for 
our new Strategic Plan entitled “Building 
a Brighter Future” which will be released 
in the coming year. This plan will plot 
the way forward for GAA Handball over 
the next number of years and will be 
ambitious but also realistic in the hope 
that we can build a better future for all 
in the association.

To achieve these goals we must have 
a positive outlook and be willing to work 
together as a team. While we may be 
fierce rivals on the courts of play it is off 
the courts that we must all strive for the 
common goal of what is good for the 
association. In Handball as in all walks 
of Irish life there can sometimes be a 
glass half full mentality and we tend to 
fall on the negative side of things. This 
is an Irish trait but it is something that 
we need to overcome to move forward 
in a positive way. I have no doubt that 
if we do so we have an incredibly bright 
future ahead. 

While there are challenges in the 
association we are in a tremendously 
strong position at the moment and 
we must build on the positives while 
embracing the challenges head on. Were 
there mistakes made in 2015? Of course 
there was but once we learn from these 
mistakes and ensure they don’t happen 
again then we can use them to improve 
the association going forward. 
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he mentality of adding 
competitions without serious 

consideration being given to time 
constraints, budgets, logistics and 
space in our calendar needs to stop 
as we have passed the point of being 
credible with so many All Irelands being 
handed out. The attitude of “it’s only 
one weekend” is all well and good but all 
these “only one weekend” add up!

We constantly hear the complaint 
that players are not committing to 
more than one code but when the 
seasons overlap and run into each other 
it is virtually impossible for players to 
play more than one or two codes at 
maximum. Our Annual Clár has been 
overflowing for many years now and it is 
time to say stop! We need to take a look 
at all our competitions from Hardball to 
One Wall from interclub to Colleges and 
evaluate each one’s position in the Clár. 
While the competition will always be 
worthwhile in the eyes of the winner we 
have to take into account whether it is 
for the best of the organisation and we 
may have to make tough decisions on 
some of our less well attended events. 

We badly need an off-season in 
handball, a time for players, venue 
officials and administrators to recharge 
the batteries and to educate and train 
coaches and administrators to be able 
to perform better. At the moment it 
is impossible to run coaching clinics, 
administrator workshops and plan 
out events properly as the amount of 

fixtures are consuming too much time. 
I personally feel and have said before 

that we have too many All Ireland titles 
and we cannot realistically expect 
to be taken seriously by the media 
or the general public when we hand 
out so many. I can see both sides 
in this argument as in my sporting 
career I never made it to win any top 
level competitions but the secondary 
competitions I did win were just as 
important to me and entailed me 
training to the top of my limits. 

Let me be very clear here I am not 
saying scrap the grades as these players 
are just as important to the association 
as any other players, I am saying we need 
to look at perhaps renaming the B grade 
All Irelands to National Champions or 
name them after legends of the game 
e.g. “Tommy O Brien Championship” 
in order to differentiate from our elite 
grades as I firmly believe the elite grades 
are our genuine All Ireland titles.  

In all walks of sport the B grade is 
seen as a qualification grade for the A 
grade and the A grade is the pinnacle of 
the sport. To win an A grade title is the 
pinnacle of any sportsperson’s dreams 
and all sportspeople should strive to 
win the top titles. At the moment it is 
too easy for a Handballer to win an All 
Ireland as there are so many of them 
and in turn it leads to players trying to 
play grades they really are too strong for 
in a bid to win an All Ireland. We need to 
revise our cometitions set up in order to 

add some credibility to our fixture list 
and to make us more attractive to the 
media and easier for the general public 
to understand.  

On the competitions front in 2015 
our Open Competitions provided 
excellent entertainment and are 
reaching skill levels rarely seen before.  

The 40x20 Open finals produced 
some of the most thrilling games seen 
in Handball this year. The Mens Open 
Final between Westmeath’s Robbie 
McCarthy and Armagh’s Charlie 
Shanks served up a thriller while the 
Ladies final was one of the closest 
matches in what has now become a 
fascinating rivalry between Antrim’s 
Aisling Reilly Cork’s Catriona Casey. 

The doubles produced a fascinating 
match in the Men’s final as old foes 
Cavan and Meath went toe to toe and 
served up another cracking contest 
before an injury to Paul Brady at 1-2 
in the tie-break meant the game was 
over before anybody could catch their 
breath. The Ladies doubles finals saw 
Cork’s Catriona Casey and Aisling 
O’Keefe account for old foes Kerry as 
Casey made amends for her earlier 
singles defeat. 

In 60x30 the Open grades produced 
some outstanding Handball and the 
Men’s Open final was another instalment 
in the rivalry that has dominated the 
past number of years as rivals Eoin 
Kennedy and Robbie McCarthy faced 
up once more. Robbie McCarthy capped 

T

The crowds returned for the showpiece 
occasion as the 60x30 finals saw their 
best attendances in a number of years

A total of 258 competitions were run at National 
Level in what was another exceptionally busy year 
for the National Office. I spoke last year about needing 
to address the issue of too many competitions and yet 
12 months down the line we are here looking for space 
in an already packed calendar to accommodate a One 
Wall All Ireland Championships. 

COMPETITIONS
& FIXTURES
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s always discipline 
is a talking 

point this year and 
unfortunately not always 
in a positive way. Again 
one of the disappointing 
aspects of this year and 
has been for some time 
is the lack of respect 
at times shown to our 
venue officials and 
referees throughout the 
country. I must reiterate 
once more that it is in 
no way acceptable to 
direct verbal abuse at 
an official or a volunteer 
no matter what the 
circumstances are. 

Too often players and 
supporters feel they 
have a right to criticise 
and condemn without 
retribution but this 
behaviour is driving our 
volunteers and referees 
away from the game. We 
have recently launched a 
series of respect posters 
in an effort to stamp 
out indiscipline and to 
enforce our sport wide 
expectations of Respect 
Yourself, Respect Others, 
Respect Referees and 
Respect Our Sport. I 
would ask that all clubs 
have these posters on 
view in your club house 
and to enforce these 
values in your club to 
make our venue officials 
and referees feel more 
comfortable. 

One of the most 
frustrating and 
disrespectful parts of 
our game is players not 
turning up for games 
and not informing 
their opponent or the 
venue official. This is 
not acceptable and 
we need to do more to 
stamp this out. In 2015 
the CCCC rightly fined a 
number of counties for 
this and hopefully this 
will help stop this from 
happening. What players 
do not realise is that 
pulling out of a fixture 
and failing to inform 
the relevant parties in 
time affects a number 
of people and it is not 

acceptable in an 
era where there 
are now so many 
different methods 
of communication 
available.  

One of our 
objectives for the 
coming year is to 
educate and train 
a panel of referees 
especially for Open 
games to maintain a 
level of consistency 
and also to ensure 
that our top games 
are refereed by our 
top officials. 

While over in 
Holland at the One 
Wall European Tour 
in November one of 
the most striking aspects 
of the tournament was 
the respect for officials. 
Here you had all grades 
of players from Junior to 
Masters refereeing top 
level Men’s Open games 
and because the players 
themselves committed 
to respecting the referee 
there was two full days 
of action without one 
referee incident of 
indiscipline. In America in 
One Wall a three strikes 
you’re out method is 
used and recently one 
of the top One Wall 
players in America was 
banned for a year for 
using up his three strikes. 
Again this punishment 
was accepted as it is 
widely accepted that 
abuse of referees is 
not acceptable. We as 
a sport can learn a lot 
from this tournament 
and their enforcement of 
respect towards referees. 

In December a working 
committee of National 
Manager John Kelly, 
Austin McKenna Fixtures 
Officer, Willie Roche 
Uachtarán and Peter 
Dennehy Chairman 
CCCC were requested to 
attend a meeting with 
the GAA Rules Advisory 
Committee. This was in 

connection with having 
our Fó Rialacha approved 
as required by the 
GAA and to review and 
streamline our current 
rule book and to ensure 
that all our current 
rules are in line with 
current GAA rules. On 
their recommendation, 
and as approved by 
Ard Comhairle, the 
Fó Rialacha  will be 
converted to a GAA 
Handball Constitution. 
There are also a number 
of changes to be made 
to the official GAA  Rule 
book which will be made 
in conjunction with 
the RAC and once the 
new and updated Fó 
Rialacha is confirmed 
and approved this will be 
sent out to all counties 
for their attention. I 
would ask for all counties 
patience with this matter 
to enable us to get 
this right and produce 
a definitive set of Fó 
Rialacha that all counties 
can clearly understand 
and work from going 
forward. I wish to 
thank Mel Clarke, Dan 
McCartan, Phonsie Tully 
and Michael Burns of the 
RAC for their assistance 
and guidance with this 
matter.

A

off an impressive year adding the 60x30 
singles to the 40x20 singles and Worlds 
Doubles titles he captured earlier in the 
year. Cork’s Catriona Casey continued her 
dominance of the Senior Ladies big alley as 
she defeated Limerick’s Martina McMahon 
in the Ladies final with the up and coming 
McMahon pushing her more experienced 
partner all the way in one of the best finals 
seen in recent years. 

Dublin took the Men’s Doubles title with 
Eoin Kennedy landing yet another 60x30 
title this time with partner Carl Browne 
while Cork took the Ladies Doubles 
title with a win over Limerick’s Martina 
McMahon and Cathy Foley. 

A full competitions review is available 
later in the report. 

I must acknowledge the work of 
Fixtures Officer Austin McKenna, 
the CCCC, our County and Provincial 
Secretaries and our many venue officials 
and referees who enabled us to run such 
a smooth yet comprehensive programme 
of fixtures throughout the year. When 
you consider that 2000+ fixtures were 
organised at National level there was 
very little issues for such a large volume 
of games which is testament to the hard 
work put in by those mentioned above.

One area that needs to be looked at 
is in changes to fixtures. The CCCC are 
introducing a fee for requests which I 
believe will stamp out the unnecessary 
requests and timewasters. For years we 
have had a no change policy except for 
in the case of a death of an immediate 
family member, however in this ever 
changing World there will always be 
exceptional circumstances whereby a 
player will need to seek a change in a 
fixture for a genuine reason and we need 
to allow the CCCC to be able to deal 
with same in a democratic manner and 
to make fair and balanced decisions for 
both players and for our sport. The CCCC 
have a representative from each province 
so each province gets a fair hearing on 
same. Their decisions are democratic and 
should be respected as same. 

The practice of allowing players or 
counties to select venues when a change 
has been requested is outdated and is not 
reflective of a progressive modern sport. 
No fixture at an All Ireland Semi or Final 
stage especially at Open Level should be 
a home venue. Sponsors have invested a 
lot of money in the competition and they 
deserve to see good programmes of games 
and good crowds at games and to have 
their thoughts heard. The players needs will 
also be taken into account as is only right 
but they cannot dictate where our games 
are played. I would encourage all players 
and officials to trust in and respect the 
decisions of the CCCC as they are being 
made for the good of the game.  

DISCIPLINE AND THE RULEBOOK

REPORT
ANNUAL
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n 2015 a total of 8 players entered the Open Singles 
Hardball Championships. In total there was 66 

entries from 13 counties across 10 grades. A total of 49 
games were played as there were a number of pull outs 
and yet we allotted a full 6 weeks of the Annual Clár to 
this competition. Despite a push in 2014 to increase 
participation by revamping grades and more promotion 
of the game including sponsorship of finalists jerseys, 
when you take into account that Ladies and Juveniles 
cannot play the game and only 66 of our Male members 
wish to participate in the Championships then we need 
to ask ourselves some serious questions about Hardball’s 

future in our Clár in its present format. I attended the All 
Ireland Finals in Roscommon where there was less than 30 
people present which included staff, venue officials and 
players. There is a minority in the association who would 
claim that there is a bright future for the game of Hardball 
and I would like to hear their ideas as to how this can be 
achieved. I believe that we need to look into retaining 
Hardball as an exhibition game as the facts are there that 
in its current format it just is not working. I welcome any 
positive ideas in relation to improving Hardball and am 
open to discussing any realistic proposals with members 
that have any.

HARDBALL 
I

he 60x30 game is a fantastic 
spectacle to watch and we 

need to ensure that the All Ireland 
finals remain spectacles and special 
occasions as it provides the younger 
players with great inspiration to reach 
that level. 

At the moment the 60x30 code 
would seem to be behind the 40x20 
and One Wall in terms of popularity 
especially at Juvenile level. There is 
a collection of 60x30 fans who feel 
that not enough is being done by the 
authorities in Croke Park to promote 
that code. Last year alone the national 
Office invested in a new promotional 
video, professional photographers to 
take photos of the top players, there 
was investment in new branding, 
jerseys for players, photo launches for 
the media, posters and social media 
campaigns and recording of both 
Singles and Doubles Finals. Added to 
this that in the last 3 years the 60x30 
code was the first code to be live 
streamed in Irish Handball and also 
the first code to feature on TV since 
the TG4 show when Irish TV produced 
two half hour features. The National 

Office as always promotes all codes of 
Handball.

It has been suggested that a World 
Championships in 60x30 could be 
the answer. To me that is unworkable 
and would only demean the sport in 
general as Ireland are the only country 
to play 60x30 Handball. A trip to 
Spain and a potential Nationals in 
singles were also suggested but are 
any of these ground breaking ideas? 
I would suggest no. Other than that, 
nobody seems to have many ideas. 
There have been other suggestions 
that One Wall Handball is killing 60x30 
or that all players should be made to 
play it as youngsters. 

That last statement is a frightening 
one. If this is the mentality of clubs 
and coaches trying to get children 
to play 60x30 then the reason for 
low numbers is staring us in the face. 
Every child has the right to choose 
what they want or do not want to 
play. Part of their development as a 
young child is that they will try many 
different sports and sometimes 
continue playing multiple sports, 
some kids stop at one, usually the one 

they are best at and in some cases 
they stop at one because financially 
that is all their parents can afford. 

What are the main attractions 
to kids in a sport? A recent study 
showed that kids tend to take up 
sports that are easy to understand 
and enjoy, perceived to be cool and 
modern and are generally played by 
their friends. Maybe the truth for 
the decline in 60x30 participation 
lies somewhere here and we need to 
address it properly and rightify some 
of the issues that may exist. 

Everybody has the freedom of 
choice and everybody is free to 
choose what grades they play. 
We would do well to remember 
this the next time a batch of kids 
come through our doors so that we 
encourage them to stay and play no 
matter what code they choose. There 
is room for all codes, they are not 
always going to be of equal popularity 
but that is just the way life goes. 
The circle will turn again over time; 
in the meantime it is up to us all to 
ensure that we make all our codes as 
attractive as possible. 

60 X 30

T

One of the most pleasing aspects of 
the 60x30 championships was the 
return of packed galleries for the 
All Ireland Finals which were held in 
Abbeylara. A huge promotional drive 
took place prior to the finals with the 
message being to “Support Our Sport”. 
The 60x30 fans did and they turned 
out in their droves to create two very 
special occasions for the players. 

There were great scenes of joy as Wexford 
brothers Jim and Mikey Berry captured the 
Myclubshop 60x30 Intermediate Doubles title
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The 40x20 code continues 
to remain strong with the 

championships entries similar to 
last year. Attendances at our major 
finals were strong and the quality 
of games in the championships 
this year was outstanding. The 
World Championships proved that 
we are now the clear dominant 
force in 40x20 Handball in the 
World and great credit must go 
to all our coaches and officials 
throughout the country in this 
matter. On the US Tour Irish 
players again dominated and here 
at home we witnessed spectacular 
finals in the Mens Singles and 
Doubles Finals aswell as cracking 
contests in the Ladies Finals. 

This year we will see the 
introduction of a Finals weekend 
where all 40x20 finals will be 
played in the one area of the 
country to create a festival of 
Handball and hopefully attract 
better crowds and maybe even 
some sponsorship. More details 
will emerge in the coming weeks 
on this and I would encourage all 
members to try and support this 
exciting new venture.

The standard of 40x20 Juveniles 
has never been higher than at 
present and it is a credit to the 
wonderful coaches we possess in 
this sport. One area where I feel  
we could introduce new initiatives 
is with our Irish Nationals e.g timed 
games or two games to 15  
to make the games quicker and 
more exciting. It may also help to 
attract TV to cover it if games are 
not as long and it would provide  
a different challenge to our  
players. 

40X20  

he She’s Ace competition continues 
to be a fantastic success with 

Handball for all ages and abilities and the 
introduction of the Open tournament as 
a ranking event. We are blessed at the 
moment to possess the two best female 
Handballers in the World in Aisling Reilly 
and Catriona Casey and for the first time 
in a number of years we have handballers 
who are challenging both players as 
numbers in our Open grades are steadily 
rising. 

At Juvenile level there are a number of 
excellent up and coming handballers and it 
is vital that we give them the support they 
need to continue playing. The Girls Team of 
10 event continues to be a great event and 
I wish to thank the She’s Ace committee 
for their work over the last 12 months. 

I appeal to all female Handballers to 
support their events and to enter the 
competitions provided for them. There is 
still some work to do but the profile and 
standard is definitely on the rise. 

LADIES HANDBALL
T

T

 Catriona Casey of Cork, Robbie 
McCarthy of Westmeath, Uachtarán 
GAA Handball Willie Roche and Aisling 
Reilly of Antrim at the launch of the 
O’Neills 40x20 All Ireland Finals

Ladies Double Final - Thurles 
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n 2015 the Mens and Ladies 
Open Finals were played on 

the Saturday night in a change to the 
normal practice and it turned out to 
be a roaring success with Tyrone’s 
Conor McElduff overcoming first time 
finalist Galways Martin Mulkerrins in 
a tie break and Cork’s Catriona Casey 
overcoming Down’s Lorraine Havern in 
a cracking Ladies final. The huge crowd 
present and the unique atmosphere 
means that the Saturday night finals 
are here to stay. 

This year the One Wall All Ireland 
Championships is scheduled to come 
into play and there is a real worry that 
this may detract from the Breaffy 
One Wall Weekend. I personally feel it 
is a bit too early in the development 
of One Wall Handball for All Ireland 
Championships as I feel that why One 
Wall is so popular at the moment is 
due to it being different to the other 
codes in that it is run in a tournament 
format aswell as it is easier for kids 
to understand and play. I hope that 
adding another competition into an 
already packed clar does not come 

back to haunt us and we will see the 
numbers playing the game continue to 
rise in years to come. I will however be 
only too delighted to be proved wrong 
and it is my hope that the All Ireland’s 
are an outstanding success. 

We have also been invited to become 
a stop on the European Wallball Pro 
Tour. To clarify the name of the Tour 
the term Pro Stop does not mean that 
there is money involved. The term is 
merely to indicate that it is open to the 
Elite Players in Europe and hopefully 
it will attract some investment in the 
form of Sponsorship. 

Initial meetings with tour 
representatives have been very 
positive yet as mentioned earlier space 
will have to be found in an already 

packed calendar to accommodate 
this tour if it is to go ahead. There 
are already stops in London, Belgium, 
France, Valencia, Italy and Holland. 
There has already been one Irish 
victory on the tour, with Tyrone’s Conor 
McElduff defeating USA’s Danny Torres 
in the Dutch Open Final in November 
to claim his maiden European win. This 
looks set to be an exciting venture 
with, if it’s introduction goes ahead, 
the top One Wall players in Europe 
and the World set to arrive in Ireland 
to showcase their skills. I would like to 
thank Geert Vandervelden and Dan 
Grant for their invitation to be part 
of the Tour and hopefully we will see 
positive developments here in the near 
future. 

ONE WALL

I

The One Wall game continues 
to grow at a phenomenal rate 
and the One Wall weekend in 
Breaffy is still the standout 
weekend of Handball in the 
Annual Clar.

REPORT
ANNUAL

ur Juvenile Handballers continue to 
soar and the standard at present 

is frightening. The Juvenile Nationals 
and World Team Trials produced some 
outstanding games and it is a credit to all 
coaches out there that our young athletes 
are reaching standards previously never 
seen. 

We have a responsibility to all players to 
create a safe environment where they can 
enjoy and participate in our games without 
fear of failure and pressure to perform. At 
the One Wall nationals and at the World 
Championships it was wrong to see players 
as young as 10 and 11 coming off the court 
visibly upset at losing a game. This is not 
acceptable and we have taken steps to 
ensure that these younger grades in future 
are fun grades with the aim being on 

participation and enjoyment. 
It is very worrying in some cases to see 

the pressure that these very young kids are 
put under to achieve victory, in response to 
this we have launched our Let the Kids Play 
Poster which we are encouraging every club 
in the country to display and to adhere to. 
Kids want to enjoy sport and they are more 
likely to stay and become life members if 
their early interactions with a Sport are 
positive ones. 

Kids have plenty of time in the future 
when they are mentally ready and more 
mature to deal with the competitive 
aspect and the elation of winning versus 
the desolation of losing. At this tender age 
they should be making friends, enjoying the 
games and engaging in physical activity. In 
other words Let the Kids Play!!

JUVENILE HANDBALL 
O

The battle for Team Ireland 
spots at the One Wall 
Nationals. Ladies Open 
Final Catriona Casey v 
Lorraine Havern



12 • GAA HANDBALL • Annual Report 2016

nce again our venues 
stood up to the challenge 

of hosting an incredible amount 
of games throughout 2015 and 
great credit must go to every 
venue official, referee and 
all the volunteers who clean, 
provide refreshments, lock up 
and open the alleys and who are 
constantly there when they are 
needed. Without these incredibly 
dedicated people we would not 
have a sport and it is one of the 
great features of GAA Handball 
that no matter what venue door 
you open across Ireland a warm 
welcome awaits you and the spirit 
of volunteerism is alive and well. 
A special word of thanks to the 
venues that hosted All Ireland 
finals days for the fantastic job 
and the warm welcome that your 
club afforded everyone. 

Some of our venues are in 
need of urgent attention and 
it was fantastic to see 7 of our 
Clubs receive money in this year’s 
Sports Capital Grant. This was 
very exciting news for seven GAA 
Handball clubs, and indeed Irish 
Handball in general as a total of 
€457k in funding was announced 
by the Department of Transport, 
Tourism & Sport as part of 
the 2015 Sports Capital Grant 
Allocation.

I congratulate all clubs on the 
hard work that went into applying 
for these grants and commend 

them for their foresight in doing 
so. I urge clubs in need of funding 
to apply the next time the grants 
come about and hopefully they will 
be successful too. The following 
clubs received funding, Cashel 
HC, Tipperary €200k, Claregalway 
HC, Galway €95k, St Pat’s 
College, Cavan €70k, Claremorris 
HC, Mayo €50k, Tinahely HC, 
Wicklow €17k, Ballymote HC, Sligo 
€17k, Salthill HC, Galway €8k. 

As outlined in this report the 
increase in registration fees will 
hopefully see us able to provide 
further grant aid to clubs that 
are in need of same and will 
enable clubs to upgrade their 
facilities. This would be a major 
step forward in terms of the 
standards of our venues. 

As mentioned in last year’s 
report many of our venues are 
hidden as you pass through 
the countryside and in 
many cases it is hard to 
identify Handball alleys. 
I encourage all clubs to 
invest in signage for the 
exterior of your venues 
and to make Handball 
stand out all across 
the country. Outdoor 
walls are ideal for 
painting logos on 
and to advertise 
your club and it 
can be done at a 
relatively low price.  

VENUES
O

A birds eye view 
of the Ladies 
Senior Doubles 
Final in Thurles
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CLUBS
Our clubs are the 
lifeblood of the 

association and in 2016 we 
will be running a number of 
officer training days that will 
benefit our clubs and help 
their officers to understand 
and function in their roles. 
It is planned to consult with 
the clubs as to what their 
needs are and then hold 
training days in areas like 
Finance, Marketing/PR/
Communications, Officer 
Roles etc. I would encourage 
all clubs to attend these 
days as the knowledge they 
will gain will be invaluable.  

We also plan to introduce 
a club accreditation scheme 
in 2016 to raise standards 
in our clubs and to create a 
standard template that will 
be the minimum standards 
for clubs to adhere to. This will 
make our clubs better and as 
a result will hopefully enable 
us to attract more members.

I congratulate our 
clubs who are running 
tournaments and raising the 
profile of the game in their 
area. In 2015 there were 
some outstanding  
club tournaments  
held across the  
country in all  
codes. 

O
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ast year I spoke about some of 
the ways that would increase 

the income of the association and 
would in turn lead to better investment 
in facilities and the promotion of 
the game by the association. I have 
outlined below a number of initiatives 
that we will introduce to raise income 
levels in the coming 12 months. 

CLUB REGISTRATIONS

GAA Handball currently sit as the 
second lowest registration fees of 
all the NGB’s at our membership 
level in Ireland and while this may 
be an attraction to new members a 
modest rise in registration fees would 
mean much needed revenue to pay 
for essential things like a full time 
coaching officer or to invest in grants 
to clubs to upgrade their facilities.  A 
decision was taken by Ard Comhairle 
before Christmas to increase the 
2016 registration fees payable to 

National level to the following levels: 
Adult: €20 Juvenile: €7.50. It was also 
agreed to remove the decreasing 
scale as there were a number of 
anomalies with it. 

While I completely understand that 
there will be people against this I would 
assure people that this small rise will 
lead to greater benefits for all. The 
maximum rise in the cost of registering 
a child will be €5 for a club with a lot of 
Juveniles who would have been paying 
€2.50 on the old sliding scale. When 
you break down €5 it amounts to less 
than €0.10cent a week. Even with a 
club with 100 Juveniles which is close 
to the maximum number of Juveniles 
in any one club the overall maximum 
increase would be €500. I would 
suggest that a bag pack or a table quiz 
or some form of fundraising could be 
organised if clubs feel that parents will 
not pay the increase or that they do 
not want to pass the increase on to the 
juveniles. That way you can involve the 

L

ith people playing on until 
their later years there is less 

of an uptake of administration 
roles within the association and as 
a result there are often committees 
who have the same people doing 
multiple jobs or indeed committees 
with many vacant positions. 

I feel if we can incentivise our 
committee roles and give some 
reward to the people who give 
up their free time to administer 
the game to make the positions 
more attractive. We will look at 
providing training in key areas for 
administrators who will develop 
their own skill set by taking up one 
of these roles. We need to think 
outside the box and widen the 
net when looking for volunteers 
and we might be surprised at 
what materialises from doing 
so. Good administrators do not 
necessarily have to have been 
good Handballers nor do they even 
have to have played the game. 
Many hands make light work as the 
saying goes and a fresh approach 
should always be welcome in a club 
or on a committee.   

STRUCTURES 
IN GAA 
HANDBALL

W

One of our objectives in 2016 
is to review the different 
administration levels of 
our Sport and provide the 
necessary support that is 
needed across the different 
levels in GAA Handball. 

FINANCE 
For the second year 
running our Annual 
Accounts show a positive 
end line figure and yet 
a considerable amount 
of investment was still 
made in the game. 
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way that best develops the game of 
Handball and increases participation 
levels. Over the next 12 months we will 
explore other possible grant avenues 
or funding schemes that may be a 
potential source of revenue for GAA 
Handball. 

GATE RECEIPTS 

With the introduction of the Weekend 
Finals Festival format in the 40x20 
on a trial basis it is hoped that this 
will in turn raise gate receipts for 
the association. All 40x20 singles 
finals will be played in Kingscourt 
and surrounding venues this year 
over one weekend creating a festival 
atmosphere and making it easier for 
people to travel to watch the games 
thus hopefully increasing attendances. 
A social get together will take place 
following the premier finals on the 
Saturday night. This is an exciting new 
step for GAA Handball and hopefully 
will be a fantastic success and will 
attract sponsorship for the event too. 
Keep an eye on the GAA Handball 
website for further details of this 
exciting new venture. 

Over the next 12 months we will also 
explore other possible grant avenues 
or funding schemes that may be a 
potential source of revenue for GAA 
Handball. If we can manage to increase 
income streams than I can guarantee it 
will be re-invested into the Sport in the 
correct way for all members to benefit 
and to increase standards and give our 
athletes and clubs the best possible 
chance to succeed. 

I would like to extend my thanks to 
Tom Ryan, Joan Kelly, Michael Tracey 
and Sinead McLaughlin in the GAA 
Finance department for their help and 
assistance throughout the year and 
in preparing the accounts for today’s 
Congress. 

One of the issues identified at the start of last year was that information 
from National level was not been filtered down through the association 

quickly enough and some updates were not reaching the relevant people in time. 
The introduction of the GAA Handball newsletter will keep all members 

informed of all updates throughout the year. Also members are reminded that 
all News is available on the GAA Handball website and also on Facebook and 
Twitter.  It is vital that we work together to ensure any information is received by 
all the appropriate units that it is targeted towards. 

Similarly I would appeal to county boards to inform their members of the 
correct channels for communicating with the National Office. Contact should 
only be made through the county secretary and if we all adhere to this structure 
then communication channels will be much clearer and news will spread 
throughout the whole association in a much more fluent way. 

COMMUNICATION CHANNELS 
T

Their support is greatly appreciated 
and welcomed and it enables us to 
grow our sport and provide better 
competitions for our players.  Without 
this support we would face a far 
greater challenge. Also I would like to 
thank MacSports, Breaffy House and 
Freshways for their sponsorship of the 
One Wall Nationals in Breaffy House. 

In the recent tough economic 
climate it has been tough to source 
sponsorship as people have been a 
lot more careful with their money. 
However with the financial situation 
starting to brighten a small bit 
more companies are ready to invest 
sponsorship in 2016 and hopefully we 
will see an increase in Sponsorship in 
GAA Handball.  

ONLINE SHOP 

A one stop Handball Online Shop 
as part of the new website will be 
launched this year where Handball 
members and Clubs as well as 
members of the public will be able 
to buy Handball equipment and 
accessories. This will make Handball 
more accessible to those who have 
never played before while also it will 
be a huge benefit to players and Clubs 
looking to buy accessories. It is key 
to promote this shop to all members 
as the profit from the sales will be re-
invested in the game. 

INCREASE IN GRANTS 

We currently receive a number of 
grants from the GAA and from the Irish 
Sports Council whose contribution 
cannot be underestimated and we are 
extremely grateful for same. To be able 
to confidently apply for an increase 
in grants we must be seen to be self 
financing and capable of investing 
any extra money that we receive in a 

juveniles and parents in the fundraising 
and the profits cover the increase in 
registration. 

I would point out that even with 
this raise in fees we still are one of the 
lowest NGB’s in terms of our fees. For 
what is a very modest rise in fees we 
will be able to invest the additional 
income in key areas of the Sport. It is 
our aim to have a coaching officer on 
the ground to support our National 
Development Officer and also there 
are plans to provide grants for upkeep 
of clubs. This will in turn lead to better 
facilities and more coaching for clubs 
all over Ireland. I would urge you for 
the future of our sport to look at 
the positives of this move which far 
outweigh the negatives. 

SPONSORS

I would like to acknowledge the 
tremendous support of our main 
sponsors Martin Donnelly & O’Neills. 
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his year saw PRO Niamh Egan 
complete her second year as 

PRO with GAA Handball. Despite this 
being a very busy year for Niamh on a 
personal level she has dedicated as 
much time possible to the position 
of PRO and was a great source of 
knowledge and assistance throughout 
the year. 

While there has been some progress 
in this area it is still an area of huge 
potential growth. With increased 
PR demands around the World 
Championships it meant we did not get 
to address as many issues as we would 
have liked to in the past year so these 
will now become priority for 2015. 

Niamh has been working on a 
Communications Plan for GAA 
Handball in conjunction with the 
National Office and also the GAA 
Communications team and the 
completion of this will be one of 
the main aims in 2016. The main 
aim of this plan will be to improve 
communication channels and to 
increase the profile of GAA Handball. 
A communications survey will be 
forwarded to clubs for completion 
and it is vital that each and every club 
engages with the survey and also takes 
on board any recommendations from 
the Communications plan once it is 
finalised. 

In terms of the World Championships 
our Team Ireland received fantastic 
media coverage both before during and 
after the Worlds. 

TV Features on RTE News (2 
features), TV3 News, RTE Jr, UTV 
Ireland and TG4 aswell as radio 
interviews with team members on 
98fm, Newstalk, RTE Radio1 Saturday 
Sport, The Marty Squad, Radio na 
Gaeltachta, BBC Radio Ulster and many 
local radio stations meant that our 

World Champions received some much 
welcomed media coverage. 

There were also features in all major 
Irish Newspapers and many local 
newspapers before during and after the 
Worlds with Irish Handball even making 
it into the Canadian Media and the 
Calgary Herald Newspaper. 

Throughout the World’s there was 
comprehensive radio and newspaper 
coverage and it was brilliant to see RTE 
cameras in the airport to welcome the 
Team Ireland home. 

I must thank Niamh for her work 
around the World Championships and 
her assistance in Calgary where she 
was as a player but dedicated some 
of her time to her PRO duties. I also 
would like to thank Paul Fitzpatrick, 
Alan Milton from the GAA, and Darragh 
Daly who contributed massively to our 
PRO and media duties for the World 
Championships. 

This year saw Handball in general 
appear in the media on a more 
consistent basis thanks to an 
increased drive for media coverage 
that included meeting journalists from 
the National papers and also a more 
structured form of reporting on games 
and previews of upcoming games. The 
presence of Inpho Photography for 
our major launches and photoshoots 
meant that we received much needed 
media coverage for the sport and this 
standard must be maintained to keep 
Handball in the media. In this respect 
I would like to say a massive thank 
you to Paul Fitzpatrick for his work in 
sending press releases to the media 
and to Dan Sheridan from Inpho for his 
creativity and vision throughout the 
year.

This media coverage did not just 
come about without a lot of hard work 
and it proved that the PRO job is really 

PR / COMMUNICATIONS

T

For the second year running our Annual Accounts show a 
positive end line figure and yet a considerable amount of 
investment was still made in the game. 

not a volunteers position and one we 
need to seriously look at recruiting a 
full time member of staff for this role.

There is still a long way to go with 
regard to increasing the profile of 
GAA Handball and despite Ireland 
possessing some of the finest creative 
writers in the business I feel that 
achievements like Paul Brady’s and 
Team Ireland’s in general deserved far 
more column inches and TV interviews 
than were received. 

In my opinion it is a sad reflection on 
Irish society and on Irish media that a 
Premiership footballer will make the 
headlines of our leading newspapers 
and the headlines of our TV news 
for anything from breaking up with 
his girlfriend to crashing his car yet 
our own home-grown athletes who 
have achieved so much struggle to 
fill the column inches. It is indicative 
of the society that we live in that the 
bigger money sports dominate our 
media columns. At one stage this 
year one of the top stories on one of 
the biggest sports websites in this 
country was of a fly landing on one 
of the Sunday Game analysts head 
during a live broadcast. It certainly left 
me scratching my head as to how this 
was deemed newsworthy over genuine 
sporting achievements. 

I feel that the media struggle to 
understand handball and the skill levels 
involved in the game and if they were 
to try it out they would see the pace, 

hile it is a great honour to be back here in Croke Park today the fact that we are here 12 months on and we are still no 
further on in the building of our National Handball Centre is a source of bitter disappointment to not only myself but 

I know for every delegate present here today. It is my great hope that in the near future we will be able to say that work 
is underway on a brand new state of the Art Handball centre that will make Handball the envy of many Sports and also 
increase our appeal throughout the country. 

CROKE PARK CENTRE 
W
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n October 2015 we received a 
Realex Web Award for Best Sports 

Website. For a sport like Handball to be 
considered let alone win an award like 
this is a fantastic achievement and is 
testament to the hard work that went 
into creating the new site and also its 
popularity. We have seen an increase 
in traffic to the website which means 
that more people are keeping up to date 
and being introduced to the game of 
Handball. 

Our website will now be the hub of our 
association and will be a valuable tool 
not only in the marketing of our game 
but also as a complete resource for 
Handballers and non Handballers alike to 
gain information and to keep up to date 
with the association as it moves forward. 

Some of the new features of the site 
that will be introduced this year are:

An online shop - A one stop Handball 
Online Shop as part of the new website 
will be launched this year where Handball 
members and Clubs as well as members 
of the public will be able to buy Handball 
equipment and accessories. This will 
make Handball more accessible to those 
who have never played before while also 
it will be a huge benefit to players and 
Clubs looking to buy accessories. It is 
key to promote this shop to all members 
as the profit from the sales will be re-
invested in the game

A members newsletter will be 
launched and sent out at regular 
intervals throughout the year to keep 
members up to date with what’s 
happening in GAA Handball.

A dedicated fixtures and results hub 
on the homepage of the website which 
will allow live score feeds from games 
and people to post up results as they 
happen meaning there will be instant 
access to scores on the weekends of 
games. 

All these projects will take place over 
the coming year but it is important to 
point out that they all cost money and so 
are budget dependant as to when they 
will be launched.

One of our main strengths has been in 

our Social Media especially our Facebook 
account which has seen a massive 
growth to over 17,000 likes. To give an 
idea of the growth of our Facebook 
profile, in 2013 we had just over 4,000 
likes and now 3 years on we have 17,000 
which is on a par or better than some 
much bigger sports. For an association of 
our size this is an excellent achievement 
and it is now one of the most important 
communication tools we have. The ability 
to communicate with so many people 
at the touch of a button is an important 
marketing tool for our association. 

One cautionary point of note with 
regards to posting on social media I 
would ask all members to remember 
that when they are posting on Facebook 
they are posting to a worldwide audience 
and often to people who do not know 
Handball and will form an opinion based 
on these comments. There have been 
a number of instances this year where 
posts have been posted attacking the 
National Office or National Committees 
with blatant incorrect statements 
yet when these so called Handball 
supporters get the chance to bring 
their concerns in a proper manner it 
is no coincidence that they shy away 
from doing so. Thankfully these are only 
a minority of incidents and in general 
our Facebook page is an excellent 
promotional tool.

We have also increased our presence 
on Twitter and I would encourage every 
club in the country to set up a Twitter 
and Facebook account. The amount 
of extra exposure it would bring to 
Handball to have all units with Facebook 
and Twitter would be immense. They 
are free resources and a brilliant way 
of promoting your club/county to large 
numbers in an instant.

I would like to thank Lisa Hayden of 
the GAA and Ronan Morris, Georgina 
Young, David Behan and Niamh Young 
and all the team in Webtogether for their 
tremendous work on this project so far.

WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA

I

As part of efforts to increase 
awareness of the Handball 
brand we launched our newly 
redeveloped website www.
gaahandball.ie at last year’s 
Congress.  The reaction to the 
new website surprised us all 
and it has been an outstanding 
success in its first year. 

power and skill of our top players and this 
may make them pay it a bit more respect. 

We have a duty here too to make 
our game easier to understand and to 
promote our top players as it is only 
the elite that will get media attention 
at National level. It is vital that clubs 
and counties are working to increase 
the profle at local level as every bit of 
coverage that we get all adds up and 
creates more awareness of our game. In 
fact it is at local level where much of the 
recognition will stem from and the more 
coverage we have here the more likely 
that the regional and National media will 
take notice. 

In recent years the profile of our game 
has risen considerably yet there is room 
for so much more improvement in this 
area. Our players deserve tremendous 
credit for the effort they put into the 
game and it is vital for them as athletes 
that they receive the profile they deserve 
to. 

A number of initiatives are taking place 
at present and will take place in the 
future to raise the profile of our game 
and our players. We have held a number 
of professional photoshoots for our top 
players with a professional photographer 
to give our elite sports stars the profile 
they deserve. 

We have also introduced a range of 
promotional videos for each code and 
these have received a fantastic response. 
A number of further viral videos are 
planned for the future to showcase the 
elite element of our sport. 

I would like to thank Dan Sheridan 
from Inpho.ie, Ronan Fox and Ronan 
Morris from Webtogether, Dermot 
and Matt from Banjoman and also the 
Communications team in Croke Park 
especially Alan Milton, Lisa Hayden and 
Colman Hanley for their assistance 
throughout the year.
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t was a fantastic two weeks of 
competition and great credit 

must go to the Canadians for hosting 
such a great event. A special thank 
you to Guy Martin, Jim Eistetter, Trevor 
Huber and Rob Rakochey for their help 
throughout the tournament. 

While there were some issues with 
scheduling of games and players 
entering multiple grades I believe that 
these issues need to be addressed at 
World Handball Council level aswell as 
some other pressing issues surrounding 
the Worlds to prevent these situations 
from arising again. I definitely feel 
strongly that the singles and doubles 
finals should be better spread out to 
give the participants the best chance 
to compete to the best of their ability 
in both. 

Team Ireland was joint captained by 
Robbie McCarthy & Aisling Reilly, the 
2015 All-Ireland Senior Champions, and 
comprised players from 11 counties. 

Men’s Open: Robbie McCarthy 
(Westmeath) – Captain Ladies Open: 
Aisling Reilly (Antrim) – Captain Men’s 
Open: Paul Brady (Cavan) Men’s Open: 
Michael Finnegan (Cavan) Ladies Open: 
Martina McMahon (Limerick) Boys 
19&U: Colin Corbett (Clare) Boys 17&U: 
Daniel Kavanagh (Wexford) Boys 15&U: 
Tiarnan Agnew (Clare) Girls 19&U: 
Ciana Ni Churraoin (Galway) Girls 17&U: 
Eilise McCro0ry (Tyrone) Girls 15&U: 
Caitriona Millane (Limerick) Men’s 
One-Wall: Conor McElduff (Tyrone) 
Ladies One-Wall: Catriona Casey (Cork) 
B19&U One-Wall: Darren Doherty 
(Monaghan) G19&U One-Wall: Maeve 
McElduff (Tyrone)

An impressive 20 medals were 
claimed across 40x20 & One-Wall 
in Singles & Doubles events by 
Team Ireland in what was the most 
successful Irish representation at a 
World Championships.

Paul Brady’s incredible 5th 
consecutive World Open Singles 
title was the obvious highlight from the 
championships. It was a privilige to be 
present at such an historic occasion 
and to witness one of the greatest 
sportsmen of our generation cement 
his legacy as the greatest handballer. 
The weight of the world was on Paul’s 
shoulders, with pretty much everyone 
in Handball expecting him to win. But 
at times his level of performance was 
as good as we have ever seen, notably 
in the final against Cork’s sensational 
Killian Carroll, who had no answer to 
Brady’s power. At 36 years of age, and 
an unbroken winning run at World 
Championships spanning 12 years, 
one can only admire the Mullahoran 
mans achievements in the game. He 

is a credit to the game and is truly 
deserving of being hailed the greatest 
Handballer ever. A special word must 
also go to Cork’s Killian Carroll who 
contributed to a fantastic final and 
who showed great graciousness and 
sportsmanship following the game. I 
have no doubt we will see Killian on the 
big stage again soon.  

Antrim’s Aisling Reilly retained 
her Ladies Open Singles title won in 
2012, by ousting rival Catriona Casey 
in an absorbing final. Both players 
emptied the tank on the court, and 
the tension was almost unbearable 
at times during a brilliant final. Casey 
started the brightest and took the 
opener 21-10, before Reilly responded 
to take an injury interrupted second 
21-16 to force a tiebreak, which she 
proceeded to win 11-6 and retain the 
title she won in 2012.

Reilly followed up her stunning 
singles win by then teaming up with 
Limerick’s Martina McMahon to take 
the Ladies Open Doubles title. Reilly/
McMahon defeated Catriona Casey/
Aishling O Keefe 21-15, 21-13 to take the 
title less than an hour after the singles 
final, which was tough on both players 
and questions must be asked if it is 

I

fair to ask players to take the court 
again so soon after an emotionally and 
physically draining contest. Credit must 
go to Catriona Casey also for displaying 
the heart to take the court for the 
Doubles finals and for the way she 
fought to the bitter end in both finals. 
I have no doubt that Catriona will be 
back and will taste victory on the World 
stage.

The last game of the championships 
saw Team Ireland captain Robbie 
McCarthy and Clare’s Diarmaid Nash 
take a Men’s Open Doubles title with 
a two game victory over Mayo’s Joe 
McCann and Roscommon’s Rikki 
O’Gara. The first game was evenly 
contested, with the Clare\Westmeath 
combination edging to a 21-18 first 
game win. In the second game, Nash 
and McCarthy stormed to an early lead, 
which the men from the West were 
unable to claw back, eventually going 
down 21-6.

In the One-Wall tournament there 
were admirable performances by 
Ireland’s Open players, against the 
typically dominant US players. Conor 
McElduff rose to the challenge of US 
#1, and eventual champion Timbo 
Gonzalez in the QF’s. Holding a 13-6 

Antrim’s Aisling Reilly 
sinks to her knees as 
she retained her World 
title following her 
victory over Catriona 
Casey in Calgary
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lead, McElduff was heading for the 
shock of the tournament. But a late 
fightback from Timbo saw him close 
out the first 21-16, before sealing the 
second 21-8. Conor was well in the 
game throughout with plenty of long 
rallies, but in the end it was Timbo’s big 
game experience that stood to him.

In the Ladies Singles, Cork’s Catriona 
Casey & Down’s Lorraine Havern can be 
proud off their efforts as they saw off 
all comers before falling to the World #1 
& #2 Dannielle Dakalakis & Sandy Ng 
of the USA in semi finals of the Ladies 
Open grade.

Havern also made the One-Wall 
Open Doubles Final with her partner 
Karen McConney, and put in a brave 
performance before falling 21-14, 21-16 

to Dannielle Dakalakis & Sandy Ng 
(USA).

In the juvenile grades, there was 
great success for Team Ireland, but also 
to Irish Handballers in general with a 
clear gap between the best Irish players 
to those of any other competing 
countries, which is credit to the clubs 
and coaches across the country. Team 
Ireland’s Tiarnan Agnew put in some 
classy performances and he stormed 
to 3 gold medals in the 15&U grade, 
whilst Johnny Woods, who lost out in 
the team trials at the SF stage, showed 
his mettle to respond by winning 3 gold 
medals in the 19&U grade. Wexford’s 
Daniel Kavanagh (17&U) was one of 
only three member of Team Ireland, 
alongside Aisling Reilly & Agnew, to 

take home the Singles & Doubles Slam 
in their respective grades. Galway’s 
Niamh Heffernan claimed 4 gold’s from 
4 events in the G13&U Four-Wall & 
One-Wall. 

I congratulate all our Handballers 
and their coaches who competed and 
who acquitted themselves on the 
World stage, you are a credit to your 
clubs, counties and to the association 
and I am filled with pride when I think 
of the performances that you put 
in in Calgary, you showed the World 
what fine athletes we have in this 
country.  I also wish to pay tribute to 
Team Captains Robbie McCarthy and 
Aisling Reilly who led by example in 
Calgary and to the Team Management 
of Niall Kerr and Paula Doyle who were 
excellent throughout in their support 
roles to the team. The trip could not 
have happened without the financial 
assistance of the GAA and I thank them 
and also Leinster and Munster GAA 
Councils for their contributions.

To echo the words of President of 
Ireland Michael D Higgins

“The Gaelic Athletic Association is 
a wonderful ambassador for Ireland 
and each of you who represented your 
country so well at the Calgary World 
Handball Championships should rightly 
feel proud of the contribution you have 
made not only to Ireland’s sporting 
legacy but to Ireland’s reputation 
abroad”

GAA Handball are extremely proud of 
each and every one of you. 

Action from the Ladies 
Open Final at the World 
Handball Championships 
in Calgary

Action from the Mens 
Open Final at the World 
Handball Championships 
in Calgary
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he Uachtarán addressed 
the Team and management 

and spoke of his experiecnce in 
Handball as a young boy growing 
up in county Clare.  In his speech 
President Higgins paid tribute to 
the 16 players who represented 
Ireland in August in Calgary and 
complimented them on their 
medal haul of 20 medals from the 
games. 

The Uachtarán also spoke of 
his own experiences in Handball 
growing up and joked about his 
experiences playing in the famed 
Gael Linn competition when he 
spent the most uncomfortable 
half hour of his life playing the 
legendary Pat Kirby. He did 
manage to get him out of serve 
but unfortunately that was as 
good as it got for the future 
President of Ireland who knew 

then that Kirby and Handball 
were destined for bigger things.

The Uachtarán reserved special 
praise for 5 time World Champion 
Paul Brady who he said was a 
fine example of athletic ability 
and had done his country proud 
with his successes over the past 
number of years. 

Concluding his speech the 
Uachtarán paid tribute to the 
support network that exists not 
only in Handball but also in sport 
in general paying tribute to the 
parents, siblings, partners and 
also the coaches, physios and 
administrators who play such 
vital roles.

ÁRAS AN UACHTARÁN

T

The hugely successful Team Ireland that competed in last 
year’s World Championships and took home 20 medals 
were honoured by Uachtarán na hÉireann Michael D 
Higgins at a reception in Áras an Uachtarán in January. 

The President of Ireland 
Michael D Higgins receives 

some Handball tips from 
World Champion Paul Brady
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here was some excellent work 
carried out throughout the year 

on the Coaching and Development 
front however I feel we will struggle to 
really reach our potential in this area if 
we do not appoint Coaching Officers 
in each of the Provinces. Covering 32 
counties is a massive undertaking for 
one person and I feel that in the near 
future recruiting Coaching Officers has 
to be a priority for GAA Handball to 
reach our full potential. 

Credit must go to our National 
Development officer Darragh Daly 
who despite having on paper a near 
impossible job of developing handball 
in all of Ireland has embraced this 
role with great enthusiasm and 
professionalism since he took the 
position four years ago. Darragh’s 
attention to detail and his new ideas 
with regards to coaching methods has 
meant he has been and continues to be 
a huge success in the role. I would hope 
that by the end of 2016 we will have at 
least one Coaching Officer in place on 
the ground to assist Darragh with his 
plans for the game. 

A huge thank you must go to our 
National Tutors who deliver courses 
and continue to spread the good word 
of Handball throughout the country 
and to all the coaches throughout the 
country who give their time so tirelessly 
to teach the game of Handball. 

COACHING & 
DEVELOPMENT

T

The 2013/2014 Award winners were 
chosen and presented with their awards 
and I congratulate each and every one of 
them. I congratulate all our Handballers 
on the many idividual awards they have 
received throughout the year. It is a 
great source of disappointment that our 
National broadcaster and a lot of our 
National media did not recognise even 
by way of a nomination the phenomenal 
achievements of Paul Brady and other 

AWARDS

During 2015 we lost some of our dearest friends and colleagues throughout the game and as an 
association we extend our deepest sympathies to all those who lost loved ones throughout the year. SYMPATHY 

ANTI DOPING 
INFORMATION
Anti Doping Information for 
all GAA Handball members is 
available on www.gaahandball.ie.  
Also anti doping wallet cards are 
available at Congress or from the 
GAA Handball Office, Croke Park, 
Dublin 3. Phone 01-8192385. For 
any members who wish to learn 
more or who have any questions 
in relation to anti-doping further 
information can be found on 
http://www.irishsportscouncil.ie/
Anti-Doping/ 

outstanding Irish Handballers from the 
World Championships.  

I feel our own National Awards are 
in need of an overhaul and we need to 
include our volunteers in same. I would like 
to see a public vote to get the members 
involved and pick who they think deserve 
the awards. I hope that in 2015 we can 
have a function to honour our award 
winners and that going forward this will be 
one of the social events of the year. 
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want to say a huge thank you to 
Uachtarán CLG Aogan O Fearghail 

and Ard Stiurthoir Paraic Duffy for their 
unwavering support for GAA Handball. 
Paraic has been fully commited to 
supporting our efforts going forward since 
I took up this role and has always been a 
great help to me when I have needed any 
assistance. The support of the two highest 
profile positions in the GAA is tremendous 
news for our Association and I look forward 
to working closely with both in the coming 
year. I also thank Teresa Rehill for her 
assistance throughout the year with rules 
and various other queries. 

I would like to thank Uachtarán Willie 
Roche who once more this year has 
embraced the job whole heartedly. Willie 
has travelled the length and breadth of 
the country to represent the association 
and has invested a lot of time and personal 
effort into the role. He has been a great 
support to me and to the full time office 
and I thank him for that and look forward to 
working with him over the next year as he 
enters his final year as Uachtarán. I hope his 
final year will be as rewarding as he would 
wish it to be. 

I want to welcome our Uachtarán Tofa, 
Joe Masterson from Uibh Fháilí who will 
take up the role at today’s Congress as 
he has been elected unopposed. Joe is a 
passionate Handball man who I have known 
since my time in Handball. I am in no doubt 
that he will bring huge enthusiasm into the 
role but also a huge work ethic and he is a 
very approachable man who I am sure will 
represent our association with great pride. 
Comhghairdeas Joe and welcome on board.

I thank our GAA Ard Comairle Rep Robert 
Frost for his assistance throughout the year 
and wish him well as he steps down from 
his position as Munster Chairperson. I also 
thank Joe O’Shaughnessy who has been a 
great help to us throughout the year and 
who was a great help throughout the World 
Championships in Canada. 

Thanks also to Keith Thode and to Dave 
Vincent for providing us with photographs 
and footage of the World Championships 
in Canada. I look forward to working closely 
with Dave Vincent and the WPH over the 
coming year. I extend thanks to the full time 
staff in Croke Park who have assisted us 
throughout the year and look forward to 
working closely with them in the coming 
year. Thank you to our sister associations 
The Camogie Association, Ladies Gaelic 
Football Association and GAA Rounders for 
their support in 2015 and we wish them a 
successful 2016. To the Irish Sports Council 
for their assistance throughout the I say 
thank you and also to the Federation of Irish 
Sport for their assistance and guidance. 

A huge thank you to Elaine Casey and 
to the Croke Park events team for their 

assistance in hosting today’s Congress and 
for their help in preparing for same.

The last year has been an incredibly 
busy year in the National Office and I must 
commend the work carried out by Darragh 
Daly, Austin McKenna & Brigid Doheny in 
managing to get the work completed and 
to a high standard throughout the year. 
Despite being a small team in numbers 
they are never found wanting in terms of 
work ethic and I am extremely proud of the 
contribution they have made to another 
successful year.  When you take into 
account that our office staff have worked 
between up to 28 weekends in 2015 you get 
a sense of the level of dedication that they 
have for their roles. 

Thank you also to our Ard Comhairle 
committee for their support throughout 
the year and to our CCCC committee led 
by Chairperson Peter Dennehy who have 
an incredibly tough job but continue to 
perform the duties requested of them 
and have always made balanced and fair 
decisions.

Thank you to our four Provincial 
Admistrators who have a huge workload 
each year but they continue to ensure 
Handball prospers in their respective 
provinces. I also extend thanks to the 
provincial boards and to all our county 
committees and club committees who 
administer our sport. 

Once again it was the fantastic work 
carried out by the volunteers that meant a 
huge programme of fixtures could be held in 
the past year.  A lot of volunteer work goes 
unnoticed around the country yet clubs 
are always open, lights are on, showers are 
working and refreshments at the ready. 
This is all thanks to the volunteer. You are 
a credit to your club, county and province 
and your help and your support is much 
appreciated.

To summarise, I am fully aware that as 
an association we face some challenges 
over the next number of years and we may 
have some hard decisions to make however 
these decisions will only be made if they 

BUÍOCHAS
I

benefit GAA Handball. We must not be 
afraid to make brave changes and if they 
don’t work we can always go back to the 
original idea. Nothing ventured nothing 
gained as they say and we must keep on 
evolving and re-inventing ourselves to keep 
up to pace in the competitive space that is 
Irish Sport. 

I fully believe if we all work together 
with a positive mindset and if we can 
increase our income that we can make GAA 
Handball an even more vibrant attractive 
sport in Ireland. There is so much potential 
in this great sport of ours and we have so 
many positive aspects, we have the best 
handballers in the World, the best coaches 
and we have fantastic clubs and volunteers. 
It is not often that a sport in Ireland 
would have their American, Canadian and 
European counterparts look to them for 
advice and inspiration and this is testament 
to our standing as an association in the 
World game at present. It is this we need 
to concentrate on and continue to build a 
bright future for Handballers everywhere. 
This will only be achieved if we are brave 
enough to make the right decisions, have a 
positive attitude and work together.  

I will leave you with another quote 
from President Michael D Higgins which 
highlights that we all play our part in 
making this association so successful. 

“The road to success in sport is a 
challenging and difficult one, especially 
for amateur athletes. It is not a journey for 
the fainthearted and those who want the 
accolades have to put in the hard work. 
Sacrifices have to be made, especially 
where training commitments have to be 
balanced with the demands of career 
and family life. For successful amateur 
sportspeople like yourselves, you combine 
the dedication of professionals with full 
lives in other areas and your achievements, 
then, are all the more important.

May I take a moment to acknowledge 
your managers, your coaches and 
backroom teams, the administrators, the 
venue officials, the referees and also the 
husbands, wives and partners and the 
families and friends for the important roles 
they play in your success. Although the 
players ultimately receive all the accolades, 
each individual’s performance depends 
on the support of those closest to them, 
personally and as a team, to help them 
through their preparations, and we extend 
our appreciation to all of them for their 
contribution to your accomplishments.”

I wish you all the very best for 2016 
and look forward to working with you all 
throughout the year.

Keep up the good work! 
Is mise le fíor mheas,

Seán Ó Ceallaigh.
Bainisteoir Náisiúnta


